
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 21, 2024 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude                                                            A Time of Preparation 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song  “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” LSB 740 

I am Jesus’ little lamb,  Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, 

Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev’ry day the same, 

Even calls me by my name. 

Day by day, at home, away,  Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go 

Where the quiet waters flow. 

Who so happy as I am,  Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, 

By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, 

There within His arms to rest. 

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
P You open your hand; 

C you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
P Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
C make melody to our God on the lyre! 
P He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for the earth; 
C he makes grass grow on the hills. 
P He gives to the beasts their food, 
C and to the young ravens that cry. 
P His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
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C nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 
P but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
C in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Gloria be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray together… 
C Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit 
that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, 
and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.         Amen. 

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 
1“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” 

declares the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 

shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven 
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them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for 

your evil deeds, declares the LORD. 3Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out 

of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their 

fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will set shepherds over them who will 

care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be 

missing, declares the LORD. 5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when 

I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 

wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah 

will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will 

be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading                                                           Ephesians 2:11-22 
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 

uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 

hands— 12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who 

once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself 

is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 

dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, 

that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making 

peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 

thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were 

far off and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access 

in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 

you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 

God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 

being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 

grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together 

into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Mark 6:30-44 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

 

30The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 
31And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a 

while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to 

eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33Now 

many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all 

the towns and got there ahead of them. 34When he went ashore he saw a great 

crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35And when it grew late, his 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 
36Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy 

themselves something to eat.” 37But he answered them, “You give them something 

to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of 

bread and give it to them to eat?” 38And he said to them, “How many loaves do 

you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two 

fish.” 39Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40So 

they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41And taking the five loaves 

and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves 

and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two 

fish among them all. 42And they all ate and were satisfied. 43And they took up 

twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44And those who ate the loaves 

were five thousand men. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Message Song  “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” LSB 524 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

And drives away our fear. 

It makes the wounded spirit whole 

And calms the heart’s unrest; 

’Tis manna to the hungry soul 

And to the weary, rest. 

Dear name! The rock on which I build, 

My shield and hiding place; 

My never-failing treasury filled 

With boundless stores of grace. 

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 

My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
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My Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

Accept the praise I bring. 

How weak the effort of my heart, 

How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

Refresh my soul in death! 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Message “Capacity for Compassion” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take 

you directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Lamb of God (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 
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offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 

one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Hymns                       “Lord of All Hopefulness” LSB 738 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

                                                           “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” LSB 741 vs 1-4 

Jesus Christ, my sure defense  And my Savior, now is living! 

Knowing this, my confidence  Rests upon the hope here given, 
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Though the night of death be fraught 

Still with many an anxious thought. 

Jesus, my Redeemer, lives;  Likewise I to life shall waken. 

He will bring me where He is;  Shall my courage then be shaken? 

Shall I fear, or could the Head 

Rise and leave His members dead? 

No, too closely I am bound  By my hope to Christ forever; 

Faith’s strong hand the Rock has found,  Grasped it, and will leave it never; 

Even death now cannot part 

From its Lord the trusting heart. 

I am flesh and must return  To the dust, whence I am taken; 

But by faith I now discern  That from death I shall awaken 

With my Savior to abide 

In His glory, at His side. 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song  “When Peace, like a River” LSB 763 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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