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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service . 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost                 Divine Service One (pp 151ff)  

Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song “How Firm a Foundation” LSB 728 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 

“When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
C  and cleanse me from my sin! 

P  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
C  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
P  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C  and renew a right spirit within me. 
P  Cast me not away from your presence, 
C  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
P  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
C  and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
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C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was  
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy - Sung  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Hymn of Praise Sung LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Worthy 

is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 

His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing 

with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. Blessing, 

honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is 

the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb 

who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of victory 

for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together…    

C    O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every 

virtue and bring to completion every good intent that we may grow in 

grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
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First Reading Ephesians 6:11-20 
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 

in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having 

fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 
15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of 

peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the 

Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, 

making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given 

to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for 

which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to 

speak. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Mark 7:14-23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

 
14 And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, 

and understand: 15 There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can 

defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” 17 And 

when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about 

the parable. 18 And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do 

you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile 
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him, 19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he 

declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said, “What comes out of a person is what 

defiles him. 21 For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, 

envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they 

defile a person.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Children's Message 

Message Song “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LSB 660 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus,  Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner;  It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry 

His army He shall lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 

And Christ is Lord indeed. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus;  The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict  In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 

And strength to strength oppose. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus;  Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you,  Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the Gospel armor; 

Each piece put on with prayer. 

Where duty calls or danger, 

Be never wanting there. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus; The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle,  The next the victor’s song. 
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The soldiers, overcoming, 

Their crown of life shall see 

And with the King of Glory 

Shall reign eternally. 
Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818–88, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Message                                               “Complete Protection Policy” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord – (Sung)  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God - Sung  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 



Page | 8 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is offered 
every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment 
(1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 
2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 
3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 
4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 
5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 
6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 
If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Song “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” LSB 707 

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

To keep His statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

To know and do His will! 

Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

But keep my conscience clear. 

Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 

And should I e’er forget Thy way, 

Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

Make me to walk in Thy commands— 

’Tis a delightful road— 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 

Offend against my God. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Post-Communion Song Sung LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 



Page | 9 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LSB 733, vs 1,2,5&6 

O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

And our eternal home: 

Under the shadow of Thy throne 

Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

And our defense is sure. 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

Dies at the op’ning day. 

O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

And our eternal home! 
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