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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Fourth Sunday in Advent                 Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude                                        Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” LSB345 

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

 “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

All you children of the day!” 

Startled at the solemn warning, 

Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 

See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

So, when next He comes in glory 

And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy 

And with words of love draw near. 

Honor, glory, might, dominion 

To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit 

While eternal ages run! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved.   Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
P My soul magnifies the Lord, 

C and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

P My mouth derides my enemies, 

C because I rejoice in your salvation. 

P There is none holy like the Lord; 

C there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 
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P The barren has borne seven, 

C but she who has many children is forlorn. 

P The Lord kills and brings to life; 

C he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

P The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

C he brings low and he exalts. 

Glory be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray together… 

C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 

mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading Micah 5:2 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 

coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
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39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town 

in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud 

cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come 

to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the 

baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 46 And Mary 

said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior,48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from 

now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done 

great things for me, and holy is his name.50 And his mercy is for those who fear 

him from generation to generation.51 He has shown strength with his arm; he 

has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has brought down 

the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53 he has 

filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.54 He 

has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 56 And Mary remained with 

her about three months and returned to her home. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
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the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” LSB 338 
 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,  Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver;  Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Message “Bundle of Joy” 

Offering 

Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 vs 1-2, 4 & 6 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

Ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 
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O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 

1818–66, alt.  Text: Public domain 
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