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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany          Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude 

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” LSB 839 

O Christ, our true and only light, 

Enlighten those who sit in night; 

Let those afar now hear Your voice 

And in Your fold with us rejoice. 

Fill with the radiance of Your grace 

The souls now lost in error’s maze; 

Enlighten those whose inmost minds 

Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

O gently call those gone astray 

That they may find the saving way! 

Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed 

In You find peace and heav’nly rest. 

Shine on the darkened and the cold; 

Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 

Unite all those who walk apart; 

Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

That they with us may evermore 

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 

And endless praise to You be giv’n 

By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved.   Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
L Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; 

C fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way. 

L Fret not yourself because of evildoers; 

C be not envious of wrongdoers! 

L For they will soon fade like the grass 

C and wither like the green herb. 

L Trust in the Lord, and do good; 

C dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 

L Delight yourself in the Lord, 
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C and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

L Commit your way to the Lord; 

C trust in him, and he will act. 

Glory be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 

great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 

Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 

us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

L Let us pray together… 

C O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant 

that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading Genesis 45:3-15 
3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 

brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 4 So Joseph 

said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, 

“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be 
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distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 

before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, 

and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And 

God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive 

for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has 

made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land 

of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, 

God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10 You shall 

dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and 

your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 There 

I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you 

and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12 And now 

your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that 

speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that 

you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his 

brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he 

kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Luke 6:27-36 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 

 
27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 

you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one 

who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away 

your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from 

you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them 

back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 32 “If you love 
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those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 

love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that 

to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you 

expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get 

back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 

nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 

High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your 

Father is merciful. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” LSB 843 

 “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 

You taught us, Lord, to pray; 

But You alone can grant us grace 

To live the words we say. 

How can Your pardon reach and bless 

The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 



Page | 6 

Old bitterness depart? 

In blazing light Your cross reveals 

The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us, 

How great our debt to You! 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

And bid resentment cease; 

Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 

Our lives will spread Your peace. 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Message “What Did I Come Here For?” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Closing Song                                        “Oh, Blest the House” LSB 862 

Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, 

Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 

A home that is not wholly His— 

How sad and poor and dark it is! 

Oh, blest that house where faith is found 

And all in hope and love abound; 

They trust their God and serve Him still 

And do in all His holy will! 

Oh, blest the parents who give heed 

Unto their children’s foremost need 

And weary not of care or cost. 

May none to them and heav’n be lost! 

Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. 

In peace and joy the parents dwell, 

And in their children’s lives is shown 

How richly God can bless His own. 

Then here will I and mine today 

A solemn promise make and say: 

Though all the world forsake His Word, 

I and my house will serve the Lord! 

Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, 

alt.; (st. 3): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus  Text: Public domain 
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